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DESCRIPTION
.

Protist is the international forum for reporting substantial and novel findings in any area of research
on protists. The criteria for acceptance of manuscripts are scientific excellence, significance, and
interest for a broad readership. Suitable subject areas include: molecular, cell and developmental
biology, biochemistry, systematics and phylogeny, and ecology of protists. Both autotrophic and
heterotrophic protists as well as parasites are covered. The journal publishes original papers, short
historical perspectives and includes a news and views section.

AUDIENCE
.

Researchers with an interest in protists working in the areas of protistology, protozoology, phycology,
parasitology, molecular, cell and developmental biology, biochemistry, biotechnology, systematics,
evolution and phylogeny, and ecology.

IMPACT FACTOR
.

2020: 2.566 © Clarivate Analytics Journal Citation Reports 2021
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ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING
.

Abstracts on Hygiene and Communicable Diseases
Biological Abstracts
BIOSIS Citation Index
CAB International
Cambridge Scientific Abstracts
Chemical Abstracts
Current Advances in Ecological and Environmental Sciences
Elsevier BIOBASE
Embase
Helminthological Abstracts
Abridged Index Medicus
Index Veterinarius
Oceanographic Literature Review
Protozoological Abstracts
Referativnyi Zhurnal VINTI-RAN (Russian Academy of Sciences)
Research Alert
Science Citation Index
Science Citation Index Expanded
Scopus
Tropical Diseases Bulletin
Veterinary Bulletin
PubMed/Medline
Current Contents - Life Sciences
Current Contents - Agriculture, Biology & Environmental Sciences

EDITORIAL BOARD
.

Editor-in-Chief

Michael Melkonian, Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research, 50829, Koln, Germany, Fax: +
+49-221-470-51 81

Editors

Sandra L. Baldauf, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden
Chris Bowler, University College Paris Department of Biology, Paris, France
Shifeng Cheng, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing, China
Graham Clark, London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, London, United Kingdom
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Bland J Finlay, Queen Mary University of London School of Biological and Chemical Sciences, London, United
Kingdom
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Laure Guillou, Biological Research Station Roscoff, Roscoff, France
Mona Hoppenrath, Senckenberg Marine Research Centre, Wilhelmshaven, Germany
Christopher Howe, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, United Kingdom
Wiebe Kooistra, Zoological Station Anton Dohrn, Napoli, Italy
Barry S C Leadbeater, University of Birmingham, Birmingham, United Kingdom
Julius Lukes, Biology Centre Czech Academy of Sciences Institute of Parasitology, České Budějovice, Czechia
Dmitri Maslov, University of California Riverside, Riverside, California, United States of America
Eric Meyer, University College Paris Department of Biology, Paris, France
David Moreira, Paris-Saclay University, St Aubin, France
Hervé Philippe, Theoretical and Experimental Ecology Station, Moulis, France
Saul Purton, University College London, London, United Kingdom
Frank Seeber, Robert Koch Institute, Berlin, Germany
Alastair Simpson, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada
Ulrich Sommer, Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research, Kiel, Germany
Ross Waller, University of Cambridge Department of Biochemistry, London, United Kingdom
Sibo Wang, BGI Group, Shenzhen, China
George B Witman, University of Massachusetts Chan Medical School, Worcester, Massachusetts, United States
of America
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GUIDE FOR AUTHORS
.

INTRODUCTION
Protist publishes papers that report substantial and novel findings in any area of research on protists.
Suitable subject areas include: molecular, cell and developmental biology, biochemistry, systematics
and phylogeny, and ecology of autotrophic and heterotrophic protists. The journal will not, in general,
publish floristic/faunistic accounts, descriptions or redescriptions of taxa which are not based on new
original data, taxonomic work which lacks reproducibility or papers that are preliminary or merely
confirmatory. The criteria for acceptance of manuscripts are scientific excellence, significance, and
interest for a broad readership.

Registration of sequences
Papers published in Protist that deal with nucleotide or amino acid sequences must carry a statement
that the data have been deposited with an appropriate data bank (e.g. EMBL, GenBank, DDBJ). The
data base accession number must be given in the Methods section of the manuscript. Any accepted
manuscript that does not have such numbers by the page proof stage will be held until the numbers
are provided.

Distribution of material
Publication of a paper in Protist implies that authors will distribute freely to researchers, for non-
commercial purposes, all propagative materials such as protist cultures, cell lines, recombinant
plasmids, vectors, viruses and monoclonal antibodies that were used to obtain results presented in
the article and that are not available from commercial suppliers. Protist requires authors to state
in the Methods section that these materials will be available on request. Protist cultures from which
taxonomic types have been derived must be deposited in a public culture collection and strain numbers
included in the manuscript before publication.

Submission of papers
No charge is made for publication, but authors will be required to pay for extensive charges introduced
after the manuscript has been set in type. Manuscripts should be submitted as a single file. Graphics
should be prepared at publication quality resolution in TIFF or EPS form (see Digital Images). For
detailed information please see www.authors.elsevier.com

Protist Genome Reports
Instructions for Authors

Protist Genome Reports (PGR) is a section in the journal PROTIST that publishes articles reporting
the availability of genome sequences of protists deposited in a repository available to the protist
community. Manuscripts submitted to PGR will be peer-reviewed for appropriate content and handled
by section editors who will accept manuscripts at their discretion. Manuscripts providing an in depth
comparative analyses of protist genomes will not be considered in this section and should be submitted
in the regular original paper category.

PGR will consider articles that announce a draft nuclear genome of a protist. Organelle (plastid,
mitochondrion) genome sequence(s) will only be considered in combination with the draft nuclear
genome sequence. The protist from which the nuclear genome sequence has been derived must
be deposited in a public culture collection and the strain number provided before publication. The
manuscript should provide a brief rationale for sequencing the particular protist including relevant
references, with an emphasis on the detailed methodologies and protocols used in the assembly,
annotation, and quality evaluation of the genome sequence. Accession numbers for both raw reads and
assemblies, should be provided with the submission. The report will not be considered for publication
until public availability of the sequence has been verified.

Submission, Review and Publication Processes

All manuscripts are peer reviewed and considered to be confidential. To facilitate review,
communication from the relevant database confirming public data availability must be included with
the initial submission as a Data Release e-mail file. When a manuscript is submitted to the section
PGR, it is given a submission number and assigned to one of the section editors. The corresponding
author is notified, generally within 4 weeks after submission, of the editor's decision to accept, reject,
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or require modification. When modification is requested, the corresponding author must either submit
the modified version within 6 weeks or withdraw the manuscript. For further details of the submission,
review and publication processes see PROTIST Instructions for Authors.

Organization and Format

A PGR is a brief report (limit 800 words excluding abstract, acknowledgements, figure legends
and references). The report must include an abstract. No text headings should be used except for
"Acknowledgements" and "References". Each article must be accompanied by a half-tone illustration
of the protist (LM or EM) and a phylogenetic tree placing the organism into a phylogenetic context.

Abstract

Limit the abstract to 50 words. The Abstract should include the accession numbers but no references,
experimental details or illustrations.

Acknowledgements

Statements regarding sources of direct financial support (e.g., grants, fellowships, and scholarships,
etc.) should appear in the Acknowledgements.

Illustrations

Preparation of illustrations must follow the guidelines of PROTIST Instructions for Authors.

References

References are limited to a maximum of 20 and should conform to PROTIST style and layout.

Instructions can be downloaded here: Protist Genome Reports

Page charges
This journal has no page charges.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Ethics in publishing
Please see our information on Ethics in publishing.

Declaration of interest
All authors must disclose any financial and personal relationships with other people or organizations
that could inappropriately influence (bias) their work. Examples of potential competing interests
include employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert testimony, patent
applications/registrations, and grants or other funding. Authors must disclose any interests in two
places: 1. A summary declaration of interest statement in the title page file (if double anonymized) or
the manuscript file (if single anonymized). If there are no interests to declare then please state this:
'Declarations of interest: none'. 2. Detailed disclosures as part of a separate Declaration of Interest
form, which forms part of the journal's official records. It is important for potential interests to be
declared in both places and that the information matches. More information.

Submission declaration and verification
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except in
the form of an abstract, a published lecture or academic thesis, see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent
publication' for more information), that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that
its publication is approved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where
the work was carried out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in
English or in any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyright-
holder. To verify originality, your article may be checked by the originality detection service Crossref
Similarity Check.

https://www.elsevier.com/__data/promis_misc/Protist Genome Reports.pdf
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics#Authors
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/supporthub/publishing/
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics#Authors
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics#Authors
https://www.elsevier.com/editors/perk/plagiarism-complaints/plagiarism-detection
https://www.elsevier.com/editors/perk/plagiarism-complaints/plagiarism-detection
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Preprint posting on SSRN
In support of Open Science, this journal offers its authors a free preprint posting service. Preprints
provide early registration and dissemination of your research, which facilitates early citations and
collaboration.

During submission to Editorial Manager, you can choose to release your manuscript publicly as a
preprint on the preprint server SSRN. Your choice will have no effect on the editorial process or
outcome with the journal. Please note that the corresponding author is expected to seek approval
from all co-authors before agreeing to release the manuscript publicly on SSRN.

You will be notified via email when your preprint is posted online and a Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
is assigned. Your preprint will remain globally available free to read whether the journal accepts or
rejects your manuscript.

For more information about posting to SSRN, please consult the SSRN Terms of Use and FAQs.

Use of inclusive language
Inclusive language acknowledges diversity, conveys respect to all people, is sensitive to differences,
and promotes equal opportunities. Content should make no assumptions about the beliefs or
commitments of any reader; contain nothing which might imply that one individual is superior to
another on the grounds of age, gender, race, ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation, disability or health
condition; and use inclusive language throughout. Authors should ensure that writing is free from bias,
stereotypes, slang, reference to dominant culture and/or cultural assumptions. We advise to seek
gender neutrality by using plural nouns ("clinicians, patients/clients") as default/wherever possible
to avoid using "he, she," or "he/she." We recommend avoiding the use of descriptors that refer
to personal attributes such as age, gender, race, ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation, disability or
health condition unless they are relevant and valid. When coding terminology is used, we recommend
to avoid offensive or exclusionary terms such as "master", "slave", "blacklist" and "whitelist". We
suggest using alternatives that are more appropriate and (self-) explanatory such as "primary",
"secondary", "blocklist" and "allowlist". These guidelines are meant as a point of reference to help
identify appropriate language but are by no means exhaustive or definitive.

Author contributions
For transparency, we encourage authors to submit an author statement file outlining their individual
contributions to the paper using the relevant CRediT roles: Conceptualization; Data curation;
Formal analysis; Funding acquisition; Investigation; Methodology; Project administration; Resources;
Software; Supervision; Validation; Visualization; Roles/Writing - original draft; Writing - review &
editing. Authorship statements should be formatted with the names of authors first and CRediT role(s)
following. More details and an example.

Changes to authorship
Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only
before the manuscript has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. To request such
a change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author: (a) the reason
for the change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all authors that they
agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors,
this includes confirmation from the author being added or removed.
Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the addition, deletion or rearrangement of
authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers the request, publication
of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already been published in an online issue,
any requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.

Article transfer service
This journal is part of our Article Transfer Service. This means that if the Editor feels your article is
more suitable in one of our other participating journals, then you may be asked to consider transferring
the article to one of those. If you agree, your article will be transferred automatically on your behalf
with no need to reformat. Please note that your article will be reviewed again by the new journal.
More information.

https://www.elsevier.com/open-science
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/ssrn
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/terms-of-use/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/ssrn-faq/
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/policies-and-ethics/credit-author-statement
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/article-transfer-service
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Copyright
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' (see
more information on this). An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of
the manuscript together with a 'Journal Publishing Agreement' form or a link to the online version
of this agreement.

Subscribers may reproduce tables of contents or prepare lists of articles including abstracts for internal
circulation within their institutions. Permission of the Publisher is required for resale or distribution
outside the institution and for all other derivative works, including compilations and translations. If
excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) must obtain written permission
from the copyright owners and credit the source(s) in the article. Elsevier has preprinted forms for
use by authors in these cases.

For gold open access articles: Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a
'License Agreement' (more information). Permitted third party reuse of gold open access articles is
determined by the author's choice of user license.

Author rights
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.

Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.

Role of the funding source
You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research and/or
preparation of the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in
the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to
submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should
be stated.

Open access
Please visit our Open Access page for more information.

Language (usage and editing services)
Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture of
these). Authors who feel their English language manuscript may require editing to eliminate possible
grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct scientific English may wish to use the English
Language Editing service available from Elsevier's Author Services.

Submission
Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the process of entering your article
details and uploading your files. The system converts your article files to a single PDF file used in
the peer-review process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required to typeset your article for
final publication. All correspondence, including notification of the Editor's decision and requests for
revision, is sent by e-mail.

Submit your article
Please submit your article via https://www.editorialmanager.com/protis/default.aspx.

PREPARATION
Queries
For questions about the editorial process (including the status of manuscripts under review) or for
technical support on submissions, please visit our Support Center.

Review process
Papers submitted to Protist will be reviewed by members of the editorial board and expert ad-hoc
reviewers. Decisions will be made as rapidly as possible (in general within six weeks after submission).
When a manuscript is returned to authors for revision, the revised version must be submitted within
three months of the authors’ receipt of the referee reports. A manuscript received later will be treated
as a new submission.

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright/permissions
https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/word_doc/0007/98656/Permission-Request-Form.docx
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/open-access-licenses
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/copyright
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/submit-your-paper/sharing-and-promoting-your-article
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/protist/1434-4610/open-access-options
https://webshop.elsevier.com/language-editing-services/language-editing/
https://webshop.elsevier.com/language-editing-services/language-editing/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/home/supporthub/publishing/


AUTHOR INFORMATION PACK 9 Jan 2022 www.elsevier.com/locate/protis 7

Peer review
This journal operates a single anonymized review process. All contributions will be initially assessed by
the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a minimum of
one independent expert reviewer to assess the scientific quality of the paper. The Editor is responsible
for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The Editor's decision is final. Editors
are not involved in decisions about papers which they have written themselves or have been written
by family members or colleagues or which relate to products or services in which the editor has an
interest. Any such submission is subject to all of the journal's usual procedures, with peer review
handled independently of the relevant editor and their research groups. More information on types
of peer review.

Use of word processing software
It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word processor used. The text
should be in single-column format. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting
codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not use the word
processor's options to justify text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold face, italics, subscripts,
superscripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are using a table grid, use only one grid for each
individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces, to align columns.
The electronic text should be prepared in a way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts (see
also the Guide to Publishing with Elsevier). Note that source files of figures, tables and text graphics
will be required whether or not you embed your figures in the text. See also the section on Electronic
artwork.
To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-check'
functions of your word processor.

Article structure
Manuscripts should be written in concise, logical, and grammatically correct English, and all pages and
all lines of a page should be numbered. The manuscript should be organized in the following order:
Title Page, Abstract, Key words, Introduction, Results, Discussion, Methods, Acknowledgements,
References, Tables and Figure Legends. Divide your article into clearly defined subsections. Each
subsection is given a brief heading. Each heading should appear on its own separate line. Subsections
should be used as much as possible when cross-referencing text: refer to the subsection by heading
as opposed to simply 'the text'. It is recommended that authors consult a current issue of Protist for
guidance on format, organization, and preparation of figures, legends, tables, and references.

Introduction
State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, avoiding a detailed literature
survey or a summary of the results.

Methods
Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods already published should be
indicated by a reference: only relevant modifications should be described.

Results
Results should be clear and concise.

Discussion
This should explore the significance of the results of the work, not repeat them. A combined Results
and Discussion section may be used, if appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and discussion of
published literature.

Conclusions
The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions section, which may stand
alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion section.

Appendices
If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae and equations in
appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a subsequent appendix,
Eq. (B.1) and so on. Similarly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.

Essential title page information
• Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
abbreviations and formulae where possible.

https://www.elsevier.com/reviewers/what-is-peer-review
https://www.elsevier.com/reviewers/what-is-peer-review
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/submit-your-paper
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• Author names and affiliations. Where the family name may be ambiguous (e.g., a double name),
please indicate this clearly. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where the actual work was
done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter immediately after
the author's name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal address of each
affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the e-mail address of each author.
• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing
and publication, also post-publication. Ensure that phone numbers (with country and area
code) are provided in addition to the fax number and e-mail address and the complete
postal address. Contact details must be kept up to date by the corresponding author.
Corresponding authors should be identified in the list of authors by a superscript Arabic numeral and
contact details of the Corresponding author provided in a footnote on the Title page.
• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the article was
done, or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or 'Permanent address') may be indicated as
a footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did the work must be
retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.
• A 'Running title' of less than 40 characters (including spaces) should be included on the Title page.

Highlights
Highlights are optional yet highly encouraged for this journal, as they increase the discoverability of
your article via search engines. They consist of a short collection of bullet points that capture the
novel results of your research as well as new methods that were used during the study (if any). Please
have a look at the examples here: example Highlights.

Highlights should be submitted in a separate editable file in the online submission system. Please
use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points (maximum 85 characters, including
spaces, per bullet point).

Abstract
A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state briefly the purpose of the
research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from
the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References should be avoided, but if
essential, then cite the author(s), year(s), journal (abbreviated), volume, and page numbers, but not
the title of the reference. Also, non-standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if
essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself. The Abstract should be a
single paragraph not exceeding 200 words.

Key words
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 key words, using American spelling and
avoiding general and plural terms and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, 'and', 'of'). Be sparing
with abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be eligible. These key words
will be used for indexing purposes.

Abbreviations
Define abbreviations that are not standard in this field in a footnote to be placed on the first page
of the article. Such abbreviations that are unavoidable in the abstract must be defined at their first
mention there, as well as in the footnote. Ensure consistency of abbreviations throughout the article.

Acknowledgements
Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the references and do
not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. List here those
individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing assistance
or proof reading the article, etc.).

Formatting of funding sources
List funding sources in this standard way to facilitate compliance to funder's requirements:

Funding: This work was supported by the National Institutes of Health [grant numbers xxxx, yyyy];
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Seattle, WA [grant number zzzz]; and the United States Institutes
of Peace [grant number aaaa].

It is not necessary to include detailed descriptions on the program or type of grants and awards. When
funding is from a block grant or other resources available to a university, college, or other research
institution, submit the name of the institute or organization that provided the funding.

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/highlights
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If no funding has been provided for the research, please include the following sentence:

This research did not receive any specific grant from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or
not-for-profit sectors.

Units
Follow internationally accepted rules and conventions: use the international system of units (SI). If
other units are mentioned, please give their equivalent in SI.

Nomenclature, units and conventions
In general, this journal follows the conventions of the CBE Style Manual (Council of Biology Editors,
Inc., 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20-841, 1983, 5th edn). Authors and editors are, by general
agreement, obliged to accept the rules governing biological nomenclature, as laid down in the
International Code of Botanical Nomenclature, the International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria,
and the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. The first mention of the scientific names of
the species used in the work - in title or text - should be accompanied by the taxonomic authority
unless they can all be referred to a general work in which the authorities are given. Scientific
names of species referred to in other studies need no authority. Generic names should only be
abbreviated when immediately preceded in the text by the mention of the same species. For chemical
nomenclature, the conventions of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry and the
official recommendations of the IUPAC-IUB Combined Commission on Biochemical Nomenclature
should be followed. Genetic loci as well as scientific names of organisms (genus and species
name) should be italicized; protein products of the loci are not italicized, nor are journal names
or foreign phrases. Nonstandard abbreviations should be spelled out on first mention, followed by
the abbreviated form in brackets. A footnote of nonstandard abbreviations used in the paper, in
alphabetical order, followed by its spelled-out version should be supplied. Use the international system
of units (SI). If other units are mentioned, please give their equivalent in SI.

Footnotes
Footnotes should be used sparingly. Number them consecutively throughout the article. Many word
processors can build footnotes into the text, and this feature may be used. Otherwise, please indicate
the position of footnotes in the text and list the footnotes themselves separately at the end of the
article. Do not include footnotes in the Reference list.

Artwork
Electronic artwork
General points
• Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork.
• Embed the used fonts if the application provides that option.
• Aim to use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial, Courier, Times New Roman, Symbol, or
use fonts that look similar.
• Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text. Arabic numerals should be used
for figures and upper case letters for multiple parts of a single figure. Multiple halftones should be
mounted with spaces separating the prints. Illustrations must be labeled to a professional standard.
Magnification bars should be given on electron and light micrographs.
• Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files.
• Provide captions to illustrations separately.
• Size the illustrations close to the desired dimensions of the printed version.
• Submit each illustration as a separate file.
A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available on our website:
https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions
You are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from the detailed information are given here.
Formats
Regardless of the application used for creating your artwork, when your electronic artwork is
finalized, please 'Save as' or convert the images to one of the following formats (note the resolution
requirements for line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinations given below):
EPS (or PDF): Vector drawings, embed all used fonts.
TIFF: Color or grayscale photographs (halftones), keep to a minimum of 600 dpi.
TIFF: Bitmapped (pure black & white pixels) line drawings, keep to a minimum of 1000 dpi.
TIFF: Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (color or grayscale), keep to a minimum of 600 dpi.
Please do not:
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• Supply files that are optimized for screen use (e.g., GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); these typically have a
low number of pixels and limited set of colors;
• Supply files that are too low in resolution;
• Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content.

Color artwork
Please make sure that artwork files are in an acceptable format (TIFF, EPS or PDF) and with the correct
resolution. If, together with your accepted article, you submit usable color figures then Elsevier will
ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear in color on the Web (e.g., ScienceDirect
and other sites) regardless of whether or not these illustrations are reproduced in color in the printed
version. For color reproduction in print, you will receive information regarding the costs
from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. Please indicate your preference for color:
in print or on the Web only. For further information on the preparation of electronic artwork, please
see https://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.
Please note: Because of technical complications which can arise by converting color figures to 'gray
scale' (for the printed version should you not opt for color in print) please submit in addition usable
black and white versions of all the color illustrations.

Illustration services
Elsevier's Author Services offers Illustration Services to authors preparing to submit a manuscript but
concerned about the quality of the images accompanying their article. Elsevier's expert illustrators
can produce scientific, technical and medical-style images, as well as a full range of charts, tables
and graphs. Image 'polishing' is also available, where our illustrators take your image(s) and improve
them to a professional standard. Please visit the website to find out more.

Figure captions
Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure. A
caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the illustration. Keep
text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations used.

Tables
Number tables consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text using Arabic numerals.
Place footnotes to tables below the table body and indicate them with superscript lowercase letters.
Avoid vertical rules. Be sparing in the use of tables and ensure that the data presented in tables do
not duplicate results described elsewhere in the article.

References
Citation in text
Please ensure that every reference cited in the text is also present in the reference list (and vice
versa). Any references cited in the abstract must be given in full. References should be cited in the
text by name and date of publication and not by number (e.g. Cohen and Beisson 1988). Joint authors
should be referred to by et al. if there are more than two, e.g. Wilson et al. (1996). More than one
paper from the same, cited author(s) in the same year must be identifified by the letters a, b, c, etc.,
placed after the year of publication. Listing of several references in the text should be alphabetical
(Falkowski 1995; Simpson and Maslov 1994).

Reference links
Increased discoverability of research and high quality peer review are ensured by online links to the
sources cited. In order to allow us to create links to abstracting and indexing services, such as Scopus,
CrossRef and PubMed, please ensure that data provided in the references are correct.

Web references
As a minimum, the full URL should be given and the date when the reference was last accessed. Any
further information, if known (DOI, author names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.),
should also be given. Web references can be listed separately (e.g., after the reference list) under a
different heading if desired, or can be included in the reference list.

Data references
This journal encourages you to cite underlying or relevant datasets in your manuscript by citing them
in your text and including a data reference in your Reference List. Data references should include the
following elements: author name(s), dataset title, data repository, version (where available), year,
and global persistent identifier. Add [dataset] immediately before the reference so we can properly
identify it as a data reference. The [dataset] identifier will not appear in your published article.

https://webshop.elsevier.com/illustration-services/
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Reference style
References should be in alphabetical order and should contain complete titles and inclusive page
numbers. Unpublished results, including personal communications and submitted manuscripts should
be cited in the text only, not in the reference list. Personal communications must be accompanied by
permission letters unless they are from the authors’ laboratories. Unpublished work must not be cited
in the Methods section. Citation of abstracts in the reference list is not permitted. 'In press' citations
must have been accepted for publication and the name of the journal or publisher included. In the
reference list the following style should be used:

Wilson RJM, Denny PW, Preiser PR, Rangachari K, Roberts K, Roy A, Whyte A, Strath M, Moore DJ,
Moore PW, Williamson DH (1996) Complete gene map of the plastid-like DNA of the malaria parasite
Plasmodium falciparum. J Mol Biol 261:155–172

Cohen J, Beisson J (1988) The Cytoskeleton. In Görtz HD (ed) Paramecium. Springer-Verlag, Berlin,
pp 363–392

Margulis L, Corliss JO, Melkonian M, Chapman DJ, eds (1990) Handbook of Protoctista. Jones and
Bartlett Publ, Boston, 914 p

Journal abbreviations source
Journal names should be abbreviated according to the List of Title Word Abbreviations.

Video
Elsevier accepts video material and animation sequences to support and enhance your scientific
research. Authors who have video or animation files that they wish to submit with their article are
strongly encouraged to include links to these within the body of the article. This can be done in the
same way as a figure or table by referring to the video or animation content and noting in the body
text where it should be placed. All submitted files should be properly labeled so that they directly
relate to the video file's content. In order to ensure that your video or animation material is directly
usable, please provide the file in one of our recommended file formats with a preferred maximum
size of 150 MB per file, 1 GB in total. Video and animation files supplied will be published online in
the electronic version of your article in Elsevier Web products, including ScienceDirect. Please supply
'stills' with your files: you can choose any frame from the video or animation or make a separate
image. These will be used instead of standard icons and will personalize the link to your video data. For
more detailed instructions please visit our video instruction pages. Note: since video and animation
cannot be embedded in the print version of the journal, please provide text for both the electronic
and the print version for the portions of the article that refer to this content.

Supplementary material
Supplementary material such as applications, images and sound clips, can be published with your
article to enhance it. Submitted supplementary items are published exactly as they are received (Excel
or PowerPoint files will appear as such online). Please submit your material together with the article
and supply a concise, descriptive caption for each supplementary file. If you wish to make changes to
supplementary material during any stage of the process, please make sure to provide an updated file.
Do not annotate any corrections on a previous version. Please switch off the 'Track Changes' option
in Microsoft Office files as these will appear in the published version.

Research data
This journal encourages and enables you to share data that supports your research publication
where appropriate, and enables you to interlink the data with your published articles. Research data
refers to the results of observations or experimentation that validate research findings. To facilitate
reproducibility and data reuse, this journal also encourages you to share your software, code, models,
algorithms, protocols, methods and other useful materials related to the project.

Below are a number of ways in which you can associate data with your article or make a statement
about the availability of your data when submitting your manuscript. If you are sharing data in one of
these ways, you are encouraged to cite the data in your manuscript and reference list. Please refer to
the "References" section for more information about data citation. For more information on depositing,
sharing and using research data and other relevant research materials, visit the research data page.

https://www.issn.org/services/online-services/access-to-the-ltwa/
https://www.sciencedirect.com
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/author-schemas/artwork-and-media-instructions
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/research-data
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Data linking
If you have made your research data available in a data repository, you can link your article directly to
the dataset. Elsevier collaborates with a number of repositories to link articles on ScienceDirect with
relevant repositories, giving readers access to underlying data that gives them a better understanding
of the research described.

There are different ways to link your datasets to your article. When available, you can directly link
your dataset to your article by providing the relevant information in the submission system. For more
information, visit the database linking page.

For supported data repositories a repository banner will automatically appear next to your published
article on ScienceDirect.

In addition, you can link to relevant data or entities through identifiers within the text of your
manuscript, using the following format: Database: xxxx (e.g., TAIR: AT1G01020; CCDC: 734053;
PDB: 1XFN).

Mendeley Data
This journal supports Mendeley Data, enabling you to deposit any research data (including raw and
processed data, video, code, software, algorithms, protocols, and methods) associated with your
manuscript in a free-to-use, open access repository. During the submission process, after uploading
your manuscript, you will have the opportunity to upload your relevant datasets directly to Mendeley
Data. The datasets will be listed and directly accessible to readers next to your published article online.

For more information, visit the Mendeley Data for journals page.

Data statement
To foster transparency, we encourage you to state the availability of your data in your submission.
This may be a requirement of your funding body or institution. If your data is unavailable to access
or unsuitable to post, you will have the opportunity to indicate why during the submission process,
for example by stating that the research data is confidential. The statement will appear with your
published article on ScienceDirect. For more information, visit the Data Statement page.

Submission checklist
The following list will be useful during the final checking of an article prior to sending it to the journal
for review. Please consult this Guide for Authors for further details of any item.
Ensure that the following items are present:
One author has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details:
• E-mail address
• Full postal address
• Phone numbers
All necessary files have been uploaded, and contain:
• Key words
• All figure captions
• All tables (including title, description, footnotes)
Further considerations
• Manuscript has been 'spell-checked' and 'grammar-checked'
• References are in the correct format for this journal
• All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, and vice versa
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources (including the Web)
• Color figures are clearly marked as being intended for color reproduction on the Web (free of charge)
and in print, or to be reproduced in color on the Web (free of charge) and in black-and-white in print
• If only color on the Web is required, black-and-white versions of the figures are also supplied for
printing purposes
For any further information please visit our customer support site at https://service.elsevier.com.

AFTER ACCEPTANCE
Proofs
One set of page proofs (as PDF files) will be sent by e-mail to the corresponding author (if we do
not have an e-mail address then paper proofs will be sent by post) or, a link will be provided in
the e-mail so that authors can download the files themselves. Elsevier now provides authors with
PDF proofs which can be annotated; for this you will need to download Adobe Reader version 9 (or

https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/research-data/data-base-linking
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/research-data/data-base-linking#repositories
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/research-data/mendeley-data-for-journals
https://www.elsevier.com/authors/tools-and-resources/research-data/data-statement
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higher) available free from http://get.adobe.com/reader. Instructions on how to annotate PDF files
will accompany the proofs (also given online). The exact system requirements are given at the Adobe
site: http://www.adobe.com/products/reader/tech-specs.html.
If you do not wish to use the PDF annotations function, you may list the corrections (including replies
to the Query Form) and return them to Elsevier in an e-mail. Please list your corrections quoting line
number. If, for any reason, this is not possible, then mark the corrections and any other comments
(including replies to the Query Form) on a printout of your proof and return by fax, or scan the pages
and e-mail, or by post. Please use this proof only for checking the typesetting, editing, completeness
and correctness of the text, tables and figures. Significant changes to the article as accepted for
publication will only be considered at this stage with permission from the Editor. We will do everything
possible to get your article published quickly and accurately – please send all your corrections within 48
hours. It is important to ensure that all corrections are sent back to us in one communication: please
check carefully before replying, as inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed.
Proofreading is solely your responsibility. Note that Elsevier may proceed with the publication of your
article if no response is received.

Offprints
The corresponding author will, at no cost, receive a customized Share Link providing 50 days free
access to the final published version of the article on ScienceDirect. The Share Link can be used for
sharing the article via any communication channel, including email and social media. For an extra
charge, paper offprints can be ordered via the offprint order form which is sent once the article is
accepted for publication. Both corresponding and co-authors may order offprints at any time via
Elsevier's Author Services. Corresponding authors who have published their article gold open access
do not receive a Share Link as their final published version of the article is available open access on
ScienceDirect and can be shared through the article DOI link.

AUTHOR INQUIRIES
Visit the Elsevier Support Center to find the answers you need. Here you will find everything from
Frequently Asked Questions to ways to get in touch.
You can also check the status of your submitted article or find out when your accepted article will
be published.
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